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COMOSCOW--Around the world, it was ‘flont-

. page news: Nikita Khrushehev was dead.
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~abaut 7 million -copies a day.

~than 27% of sales. This despile a newsstand|
price of three kapeks (3.3 U.S. cents) and ad-
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- But here in the Soviet capital, the death
a mere 57 words in Pravda--nearly 48
howrs after the event, To readers of Pravda,
the world's leading Communist newspuper, the
scant coverage really wasn't abnormals it sim- |
ply confirmed again that the deposed Sovict'
leader was still on the official blacklist.

News coverage thal is strange or stale to:
Western eyes is standard fare in Pravda. Ifor ’
a typical lead front-page itcm one recent day, !
the paper carried a verbalim transcript of a
govarnment directive on farm irrigation. The:
same day, the paper fealured inside a picture
stressing the need ?
for increased industrial efficiency,

But Soviet citizens rcad T avda with avid !
fascination. Unlike any Western newspaper,
this principal organ of the Soviel Union's Com-
munlst ‘Party is the rule book and source of
cuwrrent ideology for a whole nation. I{ you
know how to read them, all these dry reports.
-—like the belated handling of the Xhrushchev

is really going on in Russia,

Dull as Pravda might seem to American.
readers, it is in many ways onc of the world's
most successful-—and most profitable--publica-
tions. With a circulation of 9.3 million, Pravda
has beecome the world's largest- .selling daily
newspaper, Civculation has soared 419 from
the 6.6 million in 1963, The parly paper has
thus decidedly bypassed its closest competitor,
the government paper Izvestia, which sells
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A Real Money Muker - '
This year Pravda cxpects to carn a profit

that would malke many publishers of far jozzier

capitalist papers drool: §22 million, or more

vertising revenues of zero,

Pravda (which means “trath” ] in Rus-
slan) is top priority reading for Westerners
to delect shifts in Soviely policy--pro-
they know how to find the clues. In April
ach year, for instance, Pravda publishes a se-
‘ries of suggested .slocam: for May Day celebra-
tion banners and placar f‘*Approved For Re

Last May Day's  sugzested slogons in-
chuded: “ITail May 3, Day of Internalionai Soli-
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darity of the Tollers” and ""Prolelarians of the
Waorld Unite.” This - may sound "innocuous
¢ enough. Bul when the Soviels are in a belliger-
cnt mood, s.ogan\ wiitn against “American im-
perialism” o “Wesl CGerman revanchizm.”

Thus innocuous slogans can have real mecan-
ing.

Ptries mildly. They scemed to treal Zionism as|
"the biggest outsida cnemy and sue-sed Arab- !
Soviet solidarity. :

“Our ~ approach 1o
from a paper like, say, The

stories s different,
New York Times,”

-says Serge Tsukasov, the youthlful-looking 48-

year-old managing cditor. ‘“We direct our-
selves to proinlems, not to evenls.”

Thus crime, catastrophe or celebrity nows
that might rale page one treatment in the U.8
rarely rales a.single line in Pravda unless it
helps convey an cditorial point, Many Pravda
news stories cditorialize heavily to support a
party position. A slory on Russian black mar-

ket profiteering is reported.in a scolding man-
ner. A news pholograph of Washington, D.C,,

police bealing up an anti-war demonstrator
helps suppert an accompanying article criticlz-
ing the U.S.

Bul the points being made are often the real
news because they show what the Soviet hier-
archy is thinking. he Communist Yarty’s rul-
the Central Committee, appoints all
editors, Mikhail Zimjanin, the chief edicor
and a former ambassador to North Vietnam, is
a member of the commitlec,

A Delinition of “Irecdom

Teavda, editors scoff at the idea that they
are simply mouthpieces of ' the committee,
however, “We are responsible for Pravda., We
arc nol dictated to in our day to tay opera-
tions,"” claims Vadim Nelirassov, the scholarvly
looking “deputy cditor. JBul the editors thor-
ouzhly understand the party line and arc im-

'

Jbued with Lenin's concepl that “freedom of the

press is freedom for the political owwmumtlom
i 3

ol the bourgeceisic.’

This year's 60 suggested slogans {reated th.c‘.I
States and mosat other Western coun-y

s about by the aggr
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the papcr will deviate from the Central Com-
line. Bul il you're a Russian trying to
follow the party line, this has a value- of its
own, ’

An espe ua]ly valuable key to the party line
is the “lcader,” a 900-word article prinled on
the left of the first page nearly every day. Con-
ceived by Lenin himself and writien in edi-

the leader interprels or slresses
séme phase of currrent party declrine. Diverse
in subject matter, leaders may urge greater
cooperation with developing couriries, advo- *
cale inercased industrial use of cmnpuleu or
criticize Western nations. .

Other scidous avticles on domestic or inter-
national subjects {ill the rest of Page 1. On
most (L’L)’b, another five pages complele thz
ypaper, Pravda's thinness,
son the paper can sell so chcaply
a profit. - )

Page 2 covers Infernal party affairs, 0f1‘icial
appointinents, cconomic problems and leife
1o the cditor. The third page is devoted to sci-
cnce, lilerature, the arts and culture. Yage 4
stresses reports of foreign Communist and so-
cialist pavties. : E

Page b, the newslest in the paper, carries
reports from Pravda’s 42 burcaus abroad, ib-
cluding one in Washington éid another in New
York. Fither on its own or through the Sovietl!
news ageney, I'ass, riravda kos use of-most:
major foreign press services, Mcluding the A -
sociated Press and United Press Inter mtlona/.!

Page 6 covers sports, lravel, the thealer and
olher leisure activities, When the Soviel hockey
teamn wing a world champibhship, the whele
page may be devoted to the vietory. Bul if a
Soviet leam ig walloped on a playi field,
Pravila might not print a single line about it.

and still show

-of course, is one rea- .

Throughout the paper are pumerous official:

documents and statements printed verbatim.

Wypical is a stalement by Marshal Andreil .

Greehko fhat starts: “In the conditions brought
ssive policy of imperialism,
Soviet sold@iers-must work even harder to per-
fect thelr combatl skill, persistently to mastier

i the military cquipment and weapons entrustad

to them, tirclessly to increasc their vigilance
and combat readiness, to strengthen discipline
and vigilantly to protect their beloved mother-
land.”

- Pravdas cditors oxpmm {hat as an official
p:uty organ, the paper is obliged io print
major documents in full. But the official state-
ments have conirvihuled heavily to Pravda’s
worldwide reputation for being a bore, This
reputation irritates Pravda editors. “We don’t
think we're perfect,” says Mr. Usukasou, the
managing editor. “Bul we do try to do a job for
our readers and our rising circulation shows
we must he doing many things right.”

T'o help find out what readers wanl, Pravda
a few years ago conducted a capitalist-siyle
yeadership survey. The editors were pleasanily
.Jmpvlo(,d to find Hmt '/O b 0F the readers Wnﬂ
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cism -of the Kremlin leadership, Kremlinolo-
gists velicve there is ]11110 chance indeed {hat




